Set Apart for His Glory
“The Weapons and Armour of our Christian Warfare – Part 2”
Outline
· Reminder of Part 1’s teaching. 
· Whose battle is it?
· Understanding each piece of God’s armour
· What is Praying in the Spirit?
· The effectiveness of bold preaching.
· Summary

Ephesians 6:10-20 NIV
10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power.  11 Put on the full armour of God, so that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes.  12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.  13 Therefore put on the full armour of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand.

· We are not fighting flesh and blood, but evil spirits.  So, let’s stop fighting one another, because it gives those evil spirits a break!  Work at being united, get rid of offence, unforgiveness, and gossip, which destroys our unity and most of our power.

· “Stand… Stand… Stand…”.  We don’t attack these spiritual powers, instead we stand our ground and wear them out.  James 4:7 NIV.  Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.  1 Peter 5:8-9 NIV.  Be alert and of sober mind.  Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour.  9 Resist him, standing firm in the faith.

· Stand together!  Our battle is corporate; the devil tries to isolate us. United we stand!

· “Be strong”: rely on God.  Rest in God’s protection and sovereignty.  The battle is His!

· “The full armour that God provides” – the ‘Panoplia’ – put it on!  We also are involved in this battle!  It’s also our responsibility!  We don’t just sit down and let God do it all.

· We are under attack from a spiritual enemy of huge power.  The devil will push and amplify our natural weaknesses and sinfulness to increase the temptation and deepen the sin.  We must resist this!  But we are on God’s side and He is stronger!
· Let’s not focus primarily on the pieces of Roman armour – they are merely illustrations.  We are talking about spiritual armour.  It’s not “Take up the shield of faith” - as though we have a shield labelled ‘faith’; but rather “Take up faith to shield you”.  The primary focus is on ‘faith’.

· We are talking about the spiritual weapons and armour that God supplies us with

· 2 Corinthians 10:3-4 NIV.  For though we live in the world, we do not wage war as the world does.  The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds.

· Six pieces of armour come in two groups of three – 3 x ‘Put on’, and 3 x ‘Take up’...

PUT ON…
TRUTH – AS A BELT
· One purpose of the belt was to bind together all the soldier’s loose garments, To free up the soldier for action’.  Secondly the belt provided an anchorage point for the other pieces of armour and weapons - rather like a policeman's belt today with all his equipment attached to it.  With the belt on, the soldier was ready for action!
· So what is this Truth and how does it function like a belt?
· ‘Truth’ means the whole Word of God, the entire revelation of the scriptures, the full gospel of our salvation.  
· John 8:31-32 ESV.  So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, "If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, [32] and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free."
· John 17:17 NIV.  Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth.
· Ephesians 1:13 ESV.  In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit,
· 2 Timothy 2:15 NIV.  Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth.
· Revelation 19:11,13 NIV.  I saw heaven standing open and there before me was a white horse, whose rider is called Faithful and True. With justice he judges and wages war... 13 He is dressed in a robe dipped in blood, and his name is the Word of God.
· We wrap our lives in the truth of God’s word, the scriptures and the good news of Jesus.  This keeps us orderly, focussed, ready for action and an anchor for every other aspect of our lives.  The belt is not actually a piece of armour, but it activates all the other armour that God gives us.  This Truth gives us certainty and authority.  It is the foundation of everything.  Jesus Himself is called the Truth, and the Word of God.

RIGHTEOUSNESS – AS A BREASTPLATE
· The Roman breastplate extended from the base of the neck to the upper part of the thighs, so it covered the entire chest and abdomen, including the heart, the lungs and many other vital organs.  
· Taken spiritually, this means the feelings, the affections, the conscience, the desires, and the will – our core identity.  The devil tries to inflame and distort our desires, and to attack our consciences, to darken our feelings, and to distort our will.  He does his best to discourage us.  He tries his hardest to cause us to question who we are.  He wants us to doubt even that we are saved at all.    
· ‘Righteousness’ means the righteousness that God gives us.  That which Christ gave to us from the Cross.  Justification by faith alone.  The price Jesus paid to the Father on our behalf was to take away our sins and to give us this positive righteousness – being declared acceptable by God.  This also includes the new birth and being filled with the Holy Spirit.
· Philippians 3:8-9 NIV.  …that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ—the righteousness that comes from God on the basis of faith.
· 2 Corinthians 5:21 NIV.  God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.
· Romans 8:1 NIV.  Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus…
· With this doctrine of our righteousness, we can therefore resist the devil’s accusations and deceit.  We are children of God, acceptable to God, set apart for God, assured of our salvation and secure destiny.  “They overcame him by the Blood of the Lamb and the word of their testimony” (Revelation 12:11).  We don’t need to ‘try harder’!  So, declare these things aloud and the devil will flee from you!

READINESS OF THE GOSPEL OF PEACE – AS FOOTWEAR
· The feet support the body and give us balance and a foundation.  The Roman sandal was a tough leather sole with straps tying it to the leg, and with strong studs underneath giving him firm grip, protection against sharp objects, and endurance.
· Isaiah 52:7 NIV.  How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those who bring good news, who proclaim peace, who bring good tidings, who proclaim salvation, who say to Zion, “Your God reigns!”
· Romans 10:13-15 NIV.  …for, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 14 How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in?  And how can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard?  And how can they hear without someone preaching to them? 15 And how can anyone preach unless they are sent?  As it is written: “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!”
· We must know the gospel well enough not to have to think too hard about it.  Like sandals, it must hold us up, not us hold it up!  It gives us a firm footing, agility, and protection against the devil’s sharp tongue!
· Readiness to move with the gospel.  Understanding the gospel.  Being ready to speak up for the gospel.  Contesting for the gospel.  Being watchful, agile, adaptable.    
· 2 Corinthians 10:3-5 NIV.  For though we live in the world, we do not wage war as the world does.  The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds.  We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ.
· If we don’t understand the basics of the gospel of salvation, we will not be sure of our own salvation, and we will not be able to counter the devil’s lies so that we can save others.
· 1 Peter 3:15 NIV.  …Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have…
· It is also important to know that you have been saved by this gospel, and that your salvation is guaranteed.  
· 2 Peter 1:10-11 NIV.  Therefore, my brothers and sisters, make every effort to confirm your calling and election. For if you do these things, you will never stumble, 11 and you will receive a rich welcome into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
· As we put our faith into practice, as we speak the gospel, we will receive greater assurance of our salvation and have a firm foothold in our spiritual battles.

TAKE UP…
· “In addition to” these three pieces of armour… we ‘take up’ these next three…”.
· Previously we ‘put on’ the first three – fixed them to our bodies.  Since we are always in the battle, we should never remove them.  Now, we ‘take up’ the next three items of armour when we are aware of specific attacks and the need to engage the enemy.
FAITH – AS A SHIELD
· The Roman shield was very large: tall and rectangular, 1.2 metres x 0.75 metres, covered with leather hide and a metal lining what was fireproof, specially designed to put out the dangerous enemy arrows dipped in pitch and set alight.  
· You rarely saw the incoming fiery arrow – it came too fast and from too far away – instead, you placed the shield there ‘in anticipation’ of it, covering your whole body behind its protection, rather than just a particular part of the body.
· The devil's flaming arrows are his accusations of false guilt, doubts, disobediences, rebellions, imaginations, blasphemous thoughts, lusts and fear.  Distractions, especially when praying, worshiping, or reading the bible.   The devil tries to make us feel alone – to think we are uniquely bad. But these are the devil’s thoughts, not ours!  Or he may hit us with trials and persecutions.    
· But our faith lays hold of the promises of God and the power of God and neutralises these false arrows.  This is faith in God, not faith in faith!  God Himself is our shield! 
· 1 Peter 5:8-9 ESV.  Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. [9] Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same kinds of suffering are being experienced by your brotherhood throughout the world. 
· 1 John 5:4 ESV.  For everyone who has been born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome the world-our faith.
· We often need to verbalise our faith in God.  Speak it aloud!  Take a promise of God and speak it aloud, then declare that you believe it.  Do it again.  Tell a brother or sister in Christ.  Find some prophecies spoken over you and declare them aloud.  Ask a fellow believer or a leader for some faith promises.  Faith covers you completely!

THE HOPE OF SALVATION – AS A HELMET
· The Roman helmet was very strong and specifically protected the head from attack.  
· We are in a battle for our mind and we need to have it continually renewed.  When we considered the breastplate, we looked at our feelings, our affections, our conscience, our desires, and our will – our core identity.  Now we turn to the mind, to the intellect, to the understanding, to reason.
· The devil attacks with discouragement, mental weariness, a temptation to ‘just give it all up’, confusion, uncertainty, focussing on the details and missing the bigger picture, feeling overwhelmed…  Truly a battle for our minds!  These are not just natural human thoughts but are turbocharged by the devil, making them unreasonable, exaggerated thoughts that go way beyond our circumstances.
· The ‘Hope of Salvation’ looks forward to the Return of Christ and our final deliverance.  It guards our minds with a future hope that is secure.       
· 1 Thessalonians 4:16-18 NIV.  For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first.  17 After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever.  18 Therefore encourage one another with these words.
· 1 Thessalonians 5:8-11 NIV.  But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, putting on faith and love as a breastplate, and the hope of salvation as a helmet.  9 For God did not appoint us to suffer wrath but to receive salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ.  10 He died for us so that, whether we are awake or asleep, we may live together with him.  11 Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as in fact you are doing.
· We were saved:  Ephesians 2:8 NIV.  For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— Justification.
· We are being saved:  Romans 12:2 NIV - Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. – Sanctification.
· We will be saved:  Romans 8:23 ESV.  And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. – Glorification.
· Romans 13:11-12 NIV.  And do this, understanding the present time: The hour has already come for you to wake up from your slumber, because our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed.  12 The night is nearly over; the day is almost here. So let us put aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armour of light.
· So we remember the promises that we will be with the LORD in the end.  That we are predestined to glory and that Jesus will return for us – our future is guaranteed by us having the Holy Spirit in us today.  We can never perish!  God is for us!  

THE SPIRIT’S WORD / GOD’S WORD – AS A SWORD
· The Roman short sword of a legionary was about called a machaira (in Greek) or a gladius (in Latin).  It was a deadly weapon, with a blade up to 60 cm long (2 foot), and used mainly for controlled, precise stabbing – but you could also cut and slash with it.
· The sword is both armour for defence and a weapon for attack – so a dual purpose.  It is used not to protect just one part of the body, but to engage the enemy as a whole and in close combat, not long-distance warfare. 
· In Ephesians, Paul tells us to take up the word that the Holy Spirit gives us and use it as a sword: thrusting and stabbing at the enemy when he engages us.
· This ‘word’ that the Spirit gives us is called “The Word of God”.  What does that mean?  Is it the Bible?  Sort of, but not quite!  If we look at the Greek for ‘word’, it is rhema, which means a spoken word, a timely word, a dynamic powerful word.  It can be, and usually is, from the Bible, but it is always given to us from the Holy Spirit.  
· In Revelation 1:16; 2:12; 19:15; Isaiah 11:4; Hosea 6:5 we see this sword coming out of Christ's mouth (symbolically).  
· Jesus, filled with the Holy Spirit after his baptism, parried the devil's temptations in the wilderness three times with specific verses of scripture (Matthew 10:17-20).  When he was challenged by the Pharisees to decide what to do with the woman caught in adultery, he spoke: “Let he who is without sin cast the first stone”.  That revelation came from the Holy Spirit.  When challenged whether to pay taxes to Caesar, he spoke: “Give to Caesar what is Caesar’s and to God what is God’s”.
· So how is this rhema word different from the “Belt of Truth”, that I covered earlier?  The whole Bible, the scriptures, are known as the Word of God.  In Greek, this is logos, not rhema.  Logos means the complete revelation of God, as found in the Bible, but also in Jesus, who is named The Word of God too.  We wrap our lives in the whole revelation of God, but we don’t use it as a sword – that is the part of the word that is chosen by the Holy Spirit for the task in hand.  Rhema is our weapon!

PRAY IN THE SPIRIT   
· This is our air power.  Our superpower!  A Roman soldier did not have this.  But we, being spiritual, have more powerful weapons than the soldier.
· Praying in the Spirit is just a small part of living by the Holy Spirit – we need to be submitted to Him in every way.  Romans 8:14 ESV.  For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God.  If that is true, then praying in the Spirit is thinking God’s thoughts after Him!
· Arthur Wallis, in his book: ‘Pray In The Spirit’, explains that this phrase means three things that can occur at separate times or even together.  Individually or corporately:
1. Praying in our native language – inspired by the Spirit
2. Praying in our tongue language – inspired by the Spirit
3. Praying without words: with groans and sighs – in the Spirit
· All prayer originates in the heart of God, and we echo it back to Him.  We think his thoughts and put them into words.  It’s a conversation with the King of the Universe!  Since we have the mind of Christ, and are submitted to the Lord, then our thoughts and His thoughts become entangled, and we cannot always distinguish between them.  But it doesn’t matter.  First submit to Him, then wait on Him, then just pray it!
· 1 Corinthians 14:4a,14,18 ESV.  The one who speaks in a tongue builds up himself…      14 For if I pray in a tongue, my spirit prays but my mind is unfruitful...  18 I thank God that I speak in tongues more than all of you.   
· My spirit prays, rather than my mind, and it builds me up.  Do this a lot on your own.
· Romans 8:22-23,26 ESV.  For we know that the whole creation has been groaning together in the pains of childbirth until now.  23 And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies… 26 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness.  For we do not know what to pray for as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words.  
· Deep prayers without words.  The intercession of the Holy Spirit both for us and through us.  Through us, the Holy Spirit in us births things into reality – and for many believers it is similar and analogous to childbirth – just as it occurs in creation.  God knows what we mean through groans because:  Romans 8:27 ESV.  And he who searches hearts knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.
· So we must pray always in the Holy Spirit in these ways, with all kinds of requests, for all kinds of Christians.  For ourselves and for others, just as Jesus did on earth.
· Pray for boldness in ourselves and evangelists.  To boldly proclaim the gospel.  The most effective form of spiritual warfare is when the gospel is preached, people are saved and moved from darkness to light, and so the Kingdom advances.  That pushes back the evil powers of darkness very effectively indeed.  Revival of faith leads to reformation of society too.
Summary
· We are always in a spiritual battle, but don’t try to engage evil spiritual powers (except for demons).  Rely on Jesus, put on our spiritual armour, stand firm!
· We wrap our lives in the truth of God’s word, the scriptures and the good news of Jesus (as a belt).  This keeps us orderly, focussed, ready for action and an anchor for every other aspect of our lives.
· God gives us righteousness by faith in Jesus.  Protects our heart and our identity from the devil’s lies and temptations
· Have a good grasp of the gospel of Christ and be ready to use it on others and ourselves, to give us a firm grip on the true priorities and realities of our lives
· Exercise faith in the promises and prophecies of God, spoken aloud, to neutralise the long-range unexpected incoming attacks from the devil.  Especially his accusations.
· Focus on the return of Christ and our future salvation and glory to resist all the attacks on our minds, with their confusions, temptations to give up, and lies.
· Expect the Holy Spirit to give you specific words of revelation when the devil engages you close-up with temptations, guilt and lies.
· Use your superpower prayer weapons – fuelled by the Holy Spirit – to launch missile attacks on the enemy and to support the children of God in our battles. 
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3.
Stand up, stand up for Jesus,
Stand in His strength alone;
The arm of flesh will fail you,
Ye dare not trust your own.
Put on the Gospel armour,
Each piece put on with prayer;
Where duty calls or danger,
Be never wanting there.

4.
Stand up, stand up for Jesus,
The strife will not be long;
This day the noise of battle,
The next the victor’s song.
To him that overcometh,
A crown of life shall be;
He with the King of glory
Shall reign eternally.

The hymn was written by George Duffield, Jr. (1818–1888)
